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Through it all
advertisers in our community have loyally supported the  

Rappahannock Record. As a

We have never been more grateful for the support of our 
advertisers than we are right now. To the businesses  

and individuals that continue to reach out to the community 
and support the Rappahannock Record through this 

unprecedented time, we thank you.

THANK YOU
the Rappahannock Record is offering our customers some

The Display 
Advertising rate is 
now discounted to 
$9.00 per column 
inch*.

Our Joint Advertising 
rate with the 
Southside Sentinel  
and our Charity Rate 
is now discounted 
to $8.00 per column 
inch*.

MAY Savings!

➊ ➋

*CONTINUES THROUGH 
EVERY WEEK IN MAY!

Marilyn Bryant 
435-1701 ext. 11  

marilyn@rapprecord.com

Susan Graves 
435-1701 ext. 15  

susangraves@rapprecord.com

Jessica Bell 
435-1701 ext. 13  

jessicabell@rapprecord.com

Rappahannock Record

CUSTOM INTERIORS 
Our Services Include:

Home Decorating Consultation
Furniture for Any Decor

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

Bedding
Home Accessories

Pool and Patio

42 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 
804-435-1329 • 800-543-8894

www.wfbooth.com

MATTRESS

SIMMONS SILVER BRS900 
EXTRA FIRM

REGULAR SALE

TWIN SET $1,249.00 $839.00 
FULL SET $1,439.00 $959.00 
QUEEN SET $1,489.00 $999.00 
KING SET $2,079.00 $1,389.00 

SIMMONS SILVER  
BRS900-C MEDIUM

REGULAR SALE

TWIN SET $1,519.00 $1,019.00 
FULL SET $1,709.00 $1,139.00 
QUEEN SET $1,759.00 $1,169.00 
KING SET $2,339.00 $1,559.00 

BEAUTY REST SIMMONS 
PLATINUM SPRING GROVE 

LUX FIRM

REGULAR SALE

TWIN SET $1,529.00 $1,019.00 
FULL SET $2,019.00 $1,349.00 
QUEEN SET $2,149.00 $1,439.00 
KING SET $2,989.00 $1,989.00 

THERE’S A BED FOR EVERY NEED & PREFERENCE

K I L M A R N O C K — G a r-
field’s Rescue Inc. (GRI) esti-
mates there are over 1,000 com-
munity (homeless) cats that 
require additional resources 
and care in Lancaster, Nor-
thumberland, Richmond and 
Westmoreland counties. 

GRI was founded in March 
2020 with a vision to “elimi-
nate suffering of community 
cats (homeless cats) on the 
Northern Neck of Virginia,” 
reported the organization’s 
president, Ann Bedford. 

GRI volunteers are experi-
enced rescuers with years of 
service in cat welfare activities, 
said Bedford. GRI volunteers 
have and will continue to focus 
on reducing Northern Neck 
community cats by rescuing 
strays, setting up Trap-Neuter-
Return (TNR) of cat colonies, 
and rehoming of pets. 

GRI receives reports from 
caring individuals when cats 
and kittens appear in locations 
where they cannot receive 
care, she said. GRI attempts 
to locate owners in case the 
cat is lost. If not returned to 
an owner, the cat is placed in 
a GRI foster home. During 
kitten season, GRI rescues and 
fosters mother cats with kittens 
and orphan kittens.

One component of GRI is 
the TNR program, a process 
of trapping, neutering/spaying 
and returning the cats to their 
original locations, said Bed-
ford. Once the cats have been 
neutered/spayed, they cannot 
reproduce and the colony 
ceases to multiply. Some of the 
community cats are unsocial-
ized and possibly unsocialized 
(feral), some are socialized and 
adoptable (possible abandoned 
pets), and some have litters of 
kittens.  

After the trapped cats are 

Garfield’s Rescue Inc. strives to
make a difference one cat at a time

A caring citizen recently notified Garfield’s Rescue Inc. about 
Nikki living in the community. The before (left) and after 
pictures demonstrate the effects of a quality rescue effort. In a 
short period of time, Nikki was transferred to another rescue 
agency and adopted into a forever home shortly after the 
transfer.  

neutered/spayed, the feral cats 
are returned to their original 
locations where caretakers or 
GRI volunteers care for and 
monitor the colonies, she said. 
The adoptable cats are cared 
for in a GRI foster home. 
These cats and kittens receive 
medical care, shelter and food 
in preparation for adoption or 
transfer to other feline rescues.

GRI also assumes custody of 
cats and kittens surrendered to 
county shelters or directly from 
owners. GRI supports county 
shelters and animal control 
officers by assuming custody 
of adoptable strays and plac-
ing them in GRI foster homes 
as space allows. Pet owners 
(or their families) turn to GRI 
to find another home for much 
loved cats, said Bedford. 

It takes funding to feed, shel-

ter and provide medical care 
and litter for large numbers of 
cats. GRI’s current source of 
income is public donations. To 
donate, visit garfieldsrescue.
org, or the Garfield’s Rescue 
Facebook page. Donations can 
be made on the webpage via 
PayPal or mailed to Garfield’s 
Rescue Inc., PO Box 257, 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482.

Comments and questions are 
welcome and may be emailed 
to garfieldsrescue@gmail.
com.  

“We are always looking for 
new volunteers to support this 
vital yet humane rescue effort,” 
said Bedford. “We are in need 
of trappers, colony caretak-
ers, fosters, cat socializers and 
event organizers.”

To join this community cat 
rescue effort, “making a dif-
ference on Virginia’s Northern 
Neck, one cat at a time,” con-
tact GRI.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Animal Welfare League of the 
Northern Neck Inc. (AWL) this 
week announced that a group 
of volunteers calling itself the 
“Cat Team” has withdrawn its 
affiliation without notice from 
the Kilmarnock-based animal 
welfare organization.

“We learned several days 
ago that in January of this year, 
a group within AWL interested 
in addressing the feral cat 
population in ways that are not 
aligned with AWL philosophy, 
had formed a new group to 
address this population in ways 
that better fit their own point 
of view,” said AWL president 
Sara Ford. 

The announcement came 
as a surprise, “because two 
people in the group were mem-
bers of our board of directors at 
that time,” said Ford. They did 
not advise us of their involve-
ment in the new organization, 
nor did they express a desire to 
change AWL’s approach to this 
problem.

“Last week, the new group 
contacted us with a request for 
significant financial support, 
without any information regard-
ing how their group, known as 
‘Garfield’s Rescue Inc.’ oth-
erwise would be funded,” she 
said. “We are currently review-
ing animal welfare laws to 
determine the extent and the 
manner that we can cooperate 
with this new group.”

Under state law, private 
animal welfare organizations 
are classified as either shelters 
or “releasing agencies.” AWL is 
a so-called “releasing agency,” 
but both types of organizations 
must obey stringent state laws 
concerning the treatment and 
placement of animals.

“Over the last two years, as 
opposing philosophies relat-
ing to the feral cat situation 
became more apparent, ten-
sions developed between this 
group and AWL’s board of 
directors,” said Ford. “This 
led to the cat group’s failure to 

accept supervision from AWL. 
We were especially concerned 
with this development, par-
ticularly in light of our respon-
sibilities as an animal welfare 
organization regulated by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.” 

It is unclear how Garfield’s 
Rescue is classified by state 
regulators. “This is one of the 
points about which we are 
seeking clarification,” Ford 
said.

“The AWL board of directors 
has been reluctant to make dif-
ferences with the dissident cat 
group public,” she said. “We 
still believe that no construc-
tive purpose is served by pub-
licly discussing internal issues 
and think it is best to handle 
these matters in a discrete 
and professional manner. It is 
deeply disappointing, however, 
that differences in philosophy 
have been the subject of false, 
inaccurate, harmful and often 
anonymous correspondence to 
our volunteers and the public, 
letters to the editor and incor-
rect news reporting.”

Despite past differences, 
Ford said, “we welcome a new 
group in this community dedi-
cated to this segment of animal 
welfare and also look forward 
to the freedom for AWL to 
make its own decisions based 
on factual evidence, legal 
requirements, common sense 
and the prudent use of our 
financial resources, without 
internal dissension. We wish 
this new group the best of luck.

“AWL will continue its 
efforts to assist both cats and 
dogs of the Northern Neck in 
accordance with our policies 
and programs for spay/neuter, 
adoption, public education, 
food distribution to pet owners, 
veterinary care and collabora-
tion with our local shelters and 
other rescue groups. Our mis-
sion is unchanged.”

Founded in 1965, the AWL 
is one of the oldest animal wel-
fare groups in the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

Cat group withdraws 
from the Animal 
Welfare League of
the Northern Neck


